MARRIAGE AND HONEYMOONING IN MONTSERRAT
WEDDINGS AND HONEYMOON OVERVIEW

Romance is in the air…. And what could be more romantic than a wedding or honeymoon set amidst the quiet, scenic beauty of the ‘Emerald Isle’?  Montserrat boasts some of the most stunning displays of nature to be found anywhere in the Caribbean, and for those searching for that idyllic place to ‘tie the knot’, what could be more memorable than a wedding picture taken on the beach against the soft orange glow of the setting sun, or the cloud-capped Soufrière Hills Volcano rising majestically in the background?

Montserrat is truly an island paradise, where you can walk alone and unhurried amidst nature without the threat of crime or harassment, and enjoy secluded beaches largely untouched by  heavy population. The island’s service providers have become involved in assisting in the organization of tropical weddings, and with their help you can easily organize all the little details that will make your wedding or honeymoon in Montserrat the memory of a lifetime. 
MARRIAGE AND HONEYMOONING IN SECLUDED VILLAS

If your marriage and honeymooning fantasies of paradise include reveling in complete and utter privacy, then why not do it in style?    Thanks to Montserrat’s sense of exclusivity and cozy ‘hideaway’ appeal, numerous international music personalities and business tycoons who treasure the peace and privacy of living in a villa have frequented our shores. 

 

As a honeymooner, you too can enjoy the experience of a villa holiday, with a wide selection of quality villa accommodation ranging from intimate one-bedroom cottages to 4 or 5-bedroom houses with open plan kitchens, swimming pools and wide verandas.  Many villa owners are inspired by Caribbean colors have taken special care to give their homes that distinctive ‘islandy’ touch, and you’ll find vibrant fabrics, cheerful tiling and artistic woodwork all part of the comfortable yet stylish décor.  You will be transported to a place of peace and tranquility once you arrive at your Montserrat villa. And you’ll find that compared to other Caribbean islands, renting a villa in Montserrat is amazingly affordable.   Current prices for a four (4) bedroom/bathroom villa with a housekeeper, pool, wet bar, Cable TV, CD player, washer and dryer, range from ₤800 to ₤1,050 per week in season and ₤400 to ₤800 in off season.

VILLA AGENTS / WEDDING PLANNERS


Whether you need to book your honeymoon in Montserrat or plan your entire wedding in Montserrat from scratch, most villa agents would be more than happy to assist you.

Jacquie Ryan Enterprises

Real Estate Agents

P.O. Box 425, Brades.

Tel: (664) 491-2055

Fax: (664) 491-3257

E-mail: united@candw.ms

Montserrat Enterprises Ltd

Bishop’s View Rd, Old Towne

Tel (664) 491 2431

Fax: (664) 491 4660

E-mail: melenter@candw.ms

Neville Bradshaw Villa Holidays

Old Towne

Tel (664) 491 5270; (664) 491 5236; (664) 491 2070

Fax:(664) 491 5069

E-mail: NBvillas@candw.ms 

Tradewinds Real Estate

Olveston

Tel:(664) 491 2004 / 7499

Fax: (664) 491 6229

E-mail tradewinds@candw.ms

Website:  www.tradewindsmontserrat.com

Villas in Montserrat

P.O. Box 421, Salem

Tel:(664) 491 5513

Fax: (664) 491 7850

E-mail: johnsonwp@candw.ms 

West Indies Real Estate

Olveston

Tel:(664) 491 5543

Fax: (664) 491 5543

E-mail wirealest@candw.ms

Web: www.wirealest.com
MARRIAGE REQUIREMENTS

Before choosing Montserrat as that dream spot in which to ‘tie the knot’, there are certain conditions which must be fulfilled.  For persons wishing to marry in Montserrat, there are three certificates, which can be granted before the marriage can be performed: 

a) the special or Governor’s Licence, 

b) certificates of due publication of banns and 

c) the Registrar General’s certificate.

A minimum stay of three working days in Montserrat is required before application can be made to obtain a special or Governor’s Marriage Licence. This licence is the most appealing to most visitors as it does not entail an extended waiting period.  Banns however, must be published for three Sundays before the certificate is issued, while for the Registrar’s certificate; a notice has to be posted for twenty-one days.  Application for the special or Governor’s licence is made through the Department of Administration.  Applicants must have the following documents: 

(a) Marriage Application Form (issued by the Department of Administration), 
(b) Passports of both parties, Original Absolute Divorce Decree (if divorced), Original Death 

(c) Certificate of deceased spouse (if widowed), 
(d) Non-Marriage Certificate (if applicable). 

These must all be ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS and must be presented when the application form is submitted.

a) All applicants under the age of eighteen years would need written parental consent for the marriage to take place. 

b) No blood test or medical certificate is required. 

c) Any documents presented in any language apart from English must be presented with a certified translation into the English language. 

d) Processing of the application takes approximately three working days to one week. 

e) The cost of the licence is EC$ 200.00, which must be paid in Montserrat stamps. 

 

The Application Form is obtainable in Montserrat but may be sent to the applicant in advance. Applicants must complete the form and have it certified before submission.  Applications must state when they wish to be married, the type of ceremony, i.e. religious or civil, and the venue, if they choose a civil ceremony (i.e. performed by the Registrar).  Persons wishing to marry in Montserrat by special or Governor’s licence should contact the Department of Administration soon after their arrival on island so that they can be properly advised.

The major religions on the island (Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, etc) all require that the couple receive several hours of religious marriage counselling- for some religions up to at least three months of counselling. In some cases this counselling may preferably be done in the couple’s hometown but permission to do so should be sought. Also, all necessary documentation certifying that a properly ordained Minister of Religion has done the required counselling must be submitted. In the case of the Roman Catholic, this communication must be from Bishop to Bishop.  A donation may be offered to the church if you desire. Many churches also prefer not to marry divorced persons, but as an alternative, the Registrar can perform a civil ceremony. If you wish to be married by a Minister of Religion, you are advised to make these necessary queries to clarify all this pertinent information. A Marriage may be performed by a Marriage Officer between the hours of six in the morning and eight in the evening.

 

If the couple should choose to be married in a civil ceremony, the Registrar will perform the ceremony.  Enquiries can be made at the Registrar’s Office, Government Headquarters, Brades, Montserrat.  A Marriage may be performed by the Registrar-General between the hours of ten in the morning and three in the afternoon.  The Registrar or the Marriage Officer will decide whether an interpreter is necessary.  The couple will then be issued with a duplicate copy of the registration. The official certificate can be obtained from the Registrar’s Office within one week of the ceremony. 

A copy of the signed registration of marriage is given to the couple after the ceremony, but the official marriage certificate must be obtained at the Registry at a fee of $20.00, in Montserrat stamps. Please ensure that you get your certificate before leaving the island. 

All mail should be directed to, and enquiries made at the Department of Administration, Government Headquarters, Brades, Montserrat, West Indies. The Department’s hours are 8:00am to 4:00pm. Enquiries can also be made at the Tourist Board, P.O. Box 7, Brades, Montserrat, West Indies, Phone (664) 491 2230 /8730, Fax (664) 491 7430 or by e-mail at mrattouristboard@candw.ms.

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL DOCUMENTS PRESENTED MUST BE ORIGINALS.
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